
A Virtual Tour of Melbourne

Melbourne, Victoria, Australia



Where Is Melbourne?

• Melbourne is located in the State of Victoria, in Australia. 
• On the map above, Melbourne is symbolized by the yellow dot. 
• Melbourne was founded on the banks of the Yarra River, which flows into Port Philip Bay. 



Melbourne’s Climate

• Melbourne’s location near the 
Port Philip Bay and the flat 
surface of the city means that 
cool ocean breezes flow up from 
the Bass Strait, which cools the 
mean temperature of the city. 
The Dandenongs to the East also 
force the cool air back over the 
city. 

• Melbourne has an average 
rainfall of 650.9 millimetres, 
which is 25.6 inches, and has an 
average temperature low of 10.2 
degrees Celsius (50F) and an 
average temperature high of 19.8 
degrees Celsius (68).

• It’s very difficult to get dressed in the morning in   Melbourne, because Melbourne’s  
weather changes several times a day.



The City Circle Tram
• The City Circle tram, seen in the following photo, tours around Melbourne City and 

stops outside of important landmarks. 
• The trams used for the City Circle are the older style trams, and are not common 

any more. Instead, there has been a rollout of more modernized trams, which are 
used for all other tram services.

• The landmarks include the Treasury Gardens, the Fitzroy Gardens/Cook's Cottage, 
Parliament House, Princess Theatre, St Patrick’s Cathedral, Royal Exhibition 
Building and Carlton Gardens, Melbourne Museum, Old Melbourne Gaol, RMIT 
University, State Library, Queen Victoria Market, Flagstaff Gardens, the Telstra 
Dome, Southern Cross Station, Immigration Museum, Flinders Street Station, 
Federation Square, St Paul's Cathedral, Regent Theatre/Plaza Ballroom, Bourke 
Street Mall, Collins Street, Queen Victoria Gardens, Victorian Arts Centre, the 
Shrine of Remembrance, Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, Melbourne Park, and 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG).



The City Circle Tram in front of Parliament House.



The Current Trams
• The Victorian Government used to own the Tram Network, but it was privatized in 

1999 by the Liberal State Premier, Jeff Kennett. 
• As part of the privatization, the companies were required to modernise the tram 

system, which included updating the trams, the tram rolling stock, and the ticketing 
system. 

• The privatization led to 90 new trams being purchased and put into service, and the 
abolition of a conductor was an unpopular move. 



A Modern Tram, headed for St Kilda Beach



St Kilda Beach
• A brief tram trip from the Melbourne CBD is the suburb of St Kilda, which itself 

has a number of landmarks.
• St Kilda is renowned for it’s prostitutes, but in recent history, people have started to 

notice little things like Acland Street, Luna Park, the Esplanade Hotel and St Kilda 
Beach, as well as some other smashing pubs. 

• St Kilda Beach has a pier which is popular for fishing off, although typically, I’ve 
never caught a single thing there. Not fair!

• The Beach is also often used for Physical Education classes, and for the boys from 
Wesley College to practice their surfing. 

• The Beach at one point had a reputation which led to a concerted effort to comb the 
Beach every morning for needles. 

• Due to extensive effort from the Council, the Beach area has become much more 
family-friendly, and is now a safe area.

• St Kilda Beach is also incredibly close to Luna Park and the Palais Theatre. 



St Kilda Beach, with a container ship and a yacht visible on the horizon.



Luna Park
• Luna Park is an amusement park, which was opened in 1912 and has been open 

ever since. 
• Luna Park was bought by transport magnate Lindsay Fox in early 2005, when he 

pledged to restore the park to the glory he remembers it to have been in the 1940s, 
when he was a child.

• The gateway into Luna Park, named “Mr Moon” was constructed in 1912, and 
underwent a restoration in 1999. The following picture is of the Mr Moon gateway.

• Luna Park also boasts the world’s oldest continually-operating roller coaster, which 
is the Scenic Railway.

• The carousel at Luna Park was constructed in 1913, and underwent a restoration in 
2000. 

• The Mr Moon gateway, the Scenic Railway and the carousel are all heritage listed.
• Sadly, Luna Park removed the Gravitron, which is the single coolest ride ever 

invented.



The Luna Park gateway, “Mr Moon”



Palais Theatre
• The Palais Theatre is located next to Luna Park, on the Port Philip Bay foreshore, 

and a very short walk from St Kilda Beach. Across the road is the Esplanade Hotel.
• The Palais Theatre was built in 1914, but required rebuilding in 1922, when 

blueprints were drawn up by Walter Burley Griffin, a famous architect. 
Construction began on Griffin’s plans, in 1925, but just before completion in 1926, 
the building caught fire and had to be remodelled again. Griffin and his family had 
moved up to Sydney, so the contract was given to architect Henry E. White. 

• Construction was eventually completed, and the Palais Theatre started to be used to 
show movies, ballet, dance performances, live performances and other events.

• The Australian International Film Festival was also hosted in the Palais Theatre. 
• The Palais Theatre is due for restoration in March, 2009.



The Palais Theatre



The Victorian Arts Centre
• A number of Melbourne’s arts events occur at the Victorian Arts Centre, which is 

recognisable for its grand spire. 
• The Arts Centre comprises of a number of buildings, which are: Hamer Hall, the 

Theatres Building (comprising three theatres), and the Sidney Myer Music Bowl, 
which is used for outdoor events.

• The Spire on top of the Arts Centre is 162 metres tall, and is illuminated at night 
through the use of optical fibre, neon tubing and incandescent globes. 

• Sulphur-crested cockatoos were found to be damaging the wiring on the Spire, and 
so a wedge-tailed eagle was brought in to scare them off. How cool is that?!

• The Arts Centre is close to Federation Square, where many other Arts events are 
held.



The Arts Centre



Federation Square
• Federation Square is arguably the most hideous building in Melbourne. It is a 

public space, and is used for a number of things. 
• Federation Square encompasses a wide open space, shops, restaurants, bars, the Ian 

Potter Centre (part of the National Gallery of Victoria), the headquarters of the SBS 
network, and the Melbourne Tourist Information Centre.

• It is located across the road from Flinders Street Station and St Paul’s Cathedral, 
and is next to the Yarra. It is an absolutely hideous building. Seriously.



Federation Square



St Paul’s Cathedral
• St Paul’s Cathedral had its first stone laid in 1880, and was designed by an architect 

who never saw the construction site. It was designed by English architect William 
Butterfield, who stayed in England during construction, and resigned from the 
project in 1884, when local architect Joseph Reed took over the project.

• The organ in the Cathedral was imported from England, and it was built by T.C. 
Lewis, one of England’s finest organ builders. 

• St Paul’s Cathedral is different to a great number of Melbourne buildings, because 
it is made out of imported sandstone, not the bluestone that is common in 
Melbourne, and used on buildings such as St Patrick’s Cathedral.

• St Paul’s Cathedral has been undergoing a restoration program which has been 
assisted through donations from the public.

• The Cathedral has been involved in some rather controversial events, such as 
hosting the memorial service of Tuong Van Nguyen, a convicted drug offender, and 
also the display of a large sign from the church spire reading “JUSTICE FOR 
DAVID HICKS”.



St Paul’s Cathedral and the sign for David Hicks



St Patrick’s Cathedral
• The building of St Patrick’s Cathedral was delayed from the scheduled date because 

of the Gold Rush, and so the foundation stone wasn’t laid until 1858. Due to the 
Depression that hit Melbourne in 1891, the Cathedral itself wasn’t completed until 
1897, and the spires weren’t completed until 1939. 

• The Cathedral is built in the Gothic style, which was popular in England at the time.
• In 1997, the Cathedral underwent some restoration work, to celebrate the centenary 

of its consecration. 
• Pope Paul VI was the first Pope to visit St Patrick’s Cathedral, in 1970. In 1986, 

Pope John Paul II also visited it and addressed the clergy.



St Patrick’s Cathedral – Entrance



St Patrick’s Cathedral – Side View



The Supreme Court
• The Supreme Court is the second highest court in the Victorian State hierarchy. 
• The types of cases heard in this court are murder cases, attempted murder cases, 

treason cases, terrorism cases, corporate offences, corporate affairs and civil matters 
which are of a value too high to be appropriate to be heard in either the County or 
Magistrates’ Courts.

• The Supreme Court is a heritage listed building, and is decked out in some seriously 
wicked mahogany.



Supreme Court – Entrance



The County Court
• The County Court is the mid-level court in the Victorian court system.
• It hears the less-serious criminal matters, and civil matters to any financial limit.
• The County Court was refurbished in 2001, and has been strongly modernized. 
• It is a fineable offence to take a packet of chewing gum into the County Court, 

because of the metal used in the packaging. I wish I’d known that earlier.



County Court – Entrance



The State Library
• Construction of the State Library of Victoria started in 1854, and the first stone was 

laid by Governor Sir Charles Hotham. Construction was completed and the library 
opened in 1856. 

• The library was refurbished between 1990 and 2004, and now has state of the art 
equipment for public use.



State Library of Victoria



King’s Domain
• King’s Domain is a large area in the Domain Parklands along the Yarra River.
• It covers 36 hectares of land, and includes both exotic and Australian trees.
• The Kings Domain includes a large number of memorial statues and sculptures, for 

a variety of different events and people.
• These tributes and memorials include the Pioneer Women’s Garden, the Shrine of 

Remembrance, a statue of Sir John Monash, a sculpture memorialising Tilly Aston, 
a statue of Sir Thomas Blamey, a statue of Sir Edward “Weary” Dunlop, a marble 
bust memorializing Edith Cavell, a statue of Lord Hopetoun, and a memorial for 
King George V. 

• In 2006, during the Commonwealth Games, held in Melbourne, a group of morons 
staged a live-in protest in the Domain, but the ringleader magically disappeared 
when it was found there were warrants outstanding on him.



King’s Domain



Statue of Prince Edward VII



Pioneer Women’s Garden



The Shrine of Remembrance
• The Shrine of Remembrance was originally built to honour the men and women of 

Victoria who served in World War I, but over time it has come to memorialize the 
men and women of Australia who have served in all wars. 

• The idea of the Shrine was promoted heavily by Sir John Monash, who himself led 
forces in World War I, and a number of the design elements were planned by him, 
such as the inscription on the western wall.

• The Shrine of Remembrance was funded mostly by donations, raised by members of 
the community and by school children. This was quite an amazing feat, because the 
Shrine was built in a time of Depression.

• Inside the Shrine there is a room known as the Crypt, which contains a statue of a 
father and son, the father having served in World War I, and the son, who served in 
World War II. In many cases, the father served in both.

• The Shrine of Remembrance also contains the Changi Flag, which is an English flag 
which was hidden away from captors of prisoners of war. The prisoners of war used 
the flag for funerals and other special events, and as they were leaving the prison 
camp, a number of them were able to sign the flag. 



The Shrine of Remembrance on a cold, wet and overcast day.



The Shrine of Remembrance, viewing down ANZAC Avenue



The Shrine of Remembrance



The Shrine of Remembrance on a warm and sunny day



The Shrine of Remembrance and the Eternal Flame



The Eternal Flame



The Stone of Remembrance



The Changi Flag



Viewing the Remembrance Garden from the balcony of the Shrine



The Gardens
• The Shrine of Remembrance is located in King’s Domain, which is part of a long 

parklands area which encompasses a number of gardens, including the Royal 
Botanical Gardens, the Alexandra Gardens and the Queen Victoria Gardens. 

• The Queen Victoria Gardens were built to memorialise Queen Victoria, and contains 
a number of rose gardens, ornamental lakes and statues, all devoted to the Queen. 

• The Alexandra Gardens are the closest to the Yarra River, just across from 
Federation Square, and across the road from the Victorian Arts Centre.



The Queen Victoria Gardens
• The Queen Victoria Gardens encompasses 12 acres of parkland, all devoted to the 

memory of Queen Victoria. 
• The Gardens contain landscaped grounds, with ornamental lakes and rose gardens 

planted in the area. 
• There is also a large statue of Queen Victoria, showing her in four different stances 

and details about her life on plaques at the base of her statue.



Queen Victoria Statue



Yellow Rose



Ornamental Lake



King Edward VII Statue and Ornamental Garden Clock



The Alexandra Gardens
• The Alexandra Gardens are located across the Yarra River from Federation Square, 

and across the road from the Victorian Arts Centre, and next to the Queen Victoria 
Gardens. 

• The Alexandra Gardens cover 5.219ha of land, and are the location of where the 
judges’ box and finish line are for many rowing events.

• The Gardens feature some rather remarkable garden beds, as well as a garden 
shaped like a star, which is meant to represent Federation. 

• There is also a wide open area, which is used by park-goers to play soccer, football 
or cricket.



The Alexandra Gardens from the Princes Street Bridge



Garden Bed at the Alexandra Gardens



Garden Bed at the Alexandra Gardens



Star Shaped Garden at the Alexandra Gardens



The Yarra River
• The Yarra River flows through Melbourne City, and has long been a source of 

water, and is used for recreational purposes such as rowing or river cruises, and also 
for school sporting events.

• In the early years of the settlement of Victoria, the Yarra was used as a sewerage 
system, which is now illegal, as is dumping chemicals into the river system. 

• The Yarra has been incorporated into many Melbourne festivals, and is often used as 
a launching place for fireworks. In the 2006 Commonwealth Games Opening 
Ceremony, great humour was derived from watching AFL footballers trying to cross 
it while holding the torch. They were walking on floating boards, and none of them 
were drunk at that stage, so it was damn funny.



Cruise boats on the Yarra



Looking across the Yarra from Princes Bridge, towards the Melbourne Eye and the MCG



Looking across the Yarra at the CBD. The tall blue building on the left is the Rialto 
Towers, and the yellow and red building to the right is Flinders St Station.



The Rialto Towers
• The Rialto Towers were built between 1982 and 1986, and were named after the 

building next door to the Rialto Towers’ planned site. 
• The Rialto is the tallest commercial office building in the Southern Hemisphere. 
• The taller of the two towers is 66 floors high, and the other tower is 43 floors high.
• The Rialto Towers also has an Observation Deck, where members of the public can 

go to the top of the taller tower and have an aerial view of Melbourne.
• The Rialto Towers has 1450 steps to the top of the building, and these are used for 

an annual race to the top of the Tower, which is contributed to charity. 



The Rialto Towers behind the original Rialto Building



The Rialto Towers



The Rialto Towers from across the Yarra



The Tower Melbourne Central
• By far one of the coolest buildings in Melbourne is the Tower Melbourne Central. 

As the name suggests, this is right in the middle of the CBD, and is a large tower.
• The Tower has a large retail area, as well as 46 floors of office space.
• The Tower has a very cool modern look to it.
• There are two separate communications towers atop the Tower, which provide a 

varied point of focus.



The Tower Melbourne Central



The Tower Melbourne Central (Left)



The Eureka Tower
• The Eureka Tower is a fairly distasteful building in the Southbank area of 

Melbourne.
• Construction started on it in 2002, and it was built by the same company who built 

the Rialto Towers. 
• It is the tallest residential building in the world, and the tallest building in 

Melbourne. 
• The top floors have a sway of approximately one meter on highly windy days, and it 

has an observation deck.
• The Eureka also boasts an experience where people are able to get into a glass box 

and go three metres out from the building for a 360 degree experience.



The Eureka Tower



The Eureka Tower, with Flinders Street Station in the foreground



Flinders Street Station
• Flinders Street Station is the key railway station in Melbourne, from which all city 

bound trains start their journey, or end it. 
• It was built from a design which was entered in a worldwide competition.
• There is a strong rumour that the design for Flinders Street Station was actually 

meant to be built in India due to it’s look, colouring and design, but that has never 
been definitively determined.

• Flinders Street Station is directly across from both the Young and Jackson’s pub and 
Federation Square, diagonally across from St Paul’s Cathedral, and runs along next 
to the Yarra River. 

• Don’t use the toilets there.



Flinders Street Station



And Now For The Conclusion

That’s the end of this virtual tour of Melbourne. It’s really quite an awesome city, so 
you should definitely scheme to come down here.
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